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Nõmme - provincial town in the capital
Nõmme - the administrative part of the city in the south-western part of Tallinn. Nõmme bordered
by Haabersti, Mustamäe, Kesklinn and Kristiine neighbourhoods.
Buildings are quite rare, there are a lot of small family houses, a lot of green spaces, so Nõmme is
oftnen reffered as a forest city. Industrial enterprises are absent (except in Männiku area). Nõmme
is considered one of the most prestigious residential areas of the city. Nearly for 15 years Nõmme
was an independent city. In 1940 it was attached to Tallinn, but nevertheless Nõmme still retains
some characteristic features of the Estonian provincial cities, and you can feel here like in the
Estonian province.
There are four elementary schools in the area, three high schools, music school, a modern market, a
ski jump, the castle and Baron’s Nicholas von Glen’s park, a few medical institutions, cemeteries
Rahumäe and Liiva, several churches and other sacred buildings.
As of 1th of April 2011 in Nõmme lived 38,187 inhabitants.

History of Nõmme
The 6th of October 1873, Nicholas von Glen the owner of the estate Jalgimäe near the railway
platform „the seventh mile“ (Tallinn-Paldiski railway) offered to a schoolmaster Johan Pihelmann
some land. Legend says that when he did so, he uttered the words: "Let there be a town." Now these
words adorn the monument to Nicholas von Glenn (photo) next to the newly opened market
Nõmme.

A monument to the founder of Nõmme Nicholas von Glenn, autumn 2011
1880-1893
The first time Nõmme developed primarily as a summer resort. The development was prevented by
the special Baltic order that prohibits splitting knights estates, allotment and sale of land for
development. These lands could only be leased. In 1880, von Glen got a permit, which allowed
Nõmme administratively separate from the estate Jalgimäe and join the parish Saue.
In the same year he left the estate to the care of his son, and he moved to Nõmme. He liked the
place, Mustamäe slope and he traded it from Mr. Unger-Sternberg to the part of his own estate. The
1th of October 1886, Hoenhaupt Castle was built in the style of medieval knights castles, now it’s
called the Glen Castle.

Glen Castle

1894-1913
It happened that the development of Nõmme went from two independent centers: the railway
station and the area around Glen Castle.
When it came to the allocation and distribution of plots for construction Mr. Glen endeavored to the
formation of an overall plan of the future city, according to national and class differences. District
cottages where scheduled to the south of the railway, named the new Nõmme. It settled mostly by
Germans. To the north of the railway, which was originally also intended for cottages, wealthy
Estonians began to settle, including the so-called Germanized kadakad.
This area is called the Old Nõmme. Then, a construction boom reigned in Nõmme. In seven years
from 1893 to 1900 the number of homes increased from 50 to 300, after which came the stagnation.
Only ten new buildings were build during the first decade of the twentieth century. Construction
activity revived again before World War I - by 1913 the number of permanent residents increased to
1,500, but the number of truckers were still higher than the number of permanent residents.

Nõmme becomes a settlement
By 1917, Nõmme de facto already separated from the parish Saue, it only needed to make it legally.
The 11th of May Nõmme’s residents meeting was held, it was decided to appeal to the head office
and the police commissioner of Harju County. In September 12th 1917, the Harju County Board
discussed the request and decided to separate Nõmme from Saue paris. It became an independent
village with its village council. At the same time Liiva and Männiku were attached to Nõmme.
By the mid-1920s it became clear that with the modest budget the settlement will not survive. In
1925 the Government of the Republic through the Ministry of Internal Affairs made a proposal to
convert some villages, including Nõmme into the cities. Nõmme village meeting discussed the
proposal and unanimously decided to accept the offer. In order to know the opinion of the
population, Nõmme’s homeowners and renters meeting was held. People voted. But as it turned out
that people are indifferent to these bureaucratic nuances, it was decided that the issue should be
resolved by the village assembly as the legal representative of the township.
Nõmme - an independent city
With the improved economic situation to the 1930s, the population's attitude towards the idea of
independence has changed markedly. By 1937, new ambition - to make the city the administrative
center of Tallinn had arrised. By this time Nõmme became the fifth most populous and rapidly
growing city in the country and it clearly intended to become the fourth one.
Nõmme became a city with its infrastructure and successfully functioning government. There was a
theater, radio, museums, newspapers. The city only didn’t have a large-scale industry and,
consequently, had no the proletariat, and that probably was decisive point in the fate of the city after
the sovietization of the country in 1940.
Since the new government didn’t have any class support in Nõmme, and the right and patriotic
sentiments of the population were strong, the new government decided to attach it to a much more
proletarian Tallinn, breaking the structure of the local municipal authorities and liquidating local
selfgovernment. This resolution of the Government of the Republic came a month after the
establishment of soviet power on July 27th 1940.
Revival of Nõmme
In the second half of 1980 began the revival of local identity. First of all with «Nõmme Sügis» days,
which have been held since 1986. In fact these festivals have become a tradition carried out at other
times of the year too. These activities focused on the promotion of history of Nõmme.
By 1989 the political situation in Estonia has changed. The opportunity to restore activity of the
„Estonian era“ has arrised. In Nõmme this resulted in the restoration of the land owners of the
organisation, which sought to preserve and maintain the originality of this part of the city. The
organisation called attention to the problems of homeowners. Second focus of its work was the
restoration of the historically formed local self-government.
Over the next two years activity of several local associations has been restored by civil initiative.
The question of giving Nõmme status of the city was considered by the Tallinn City Government on
May 22d 1992. After fierce debate and the vote which ended in favor of Nõmme, on July 4th new
status of Nõmme was approved by the Tallinn City Council.
On 7th of October 1993 the charter of the city was approved, according to which Nõmme is an
"administrative unit with limited self-government."
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1. Sports center and adventures trail.
2. Castle and Glen Park.
3. Hiiu Stadium.
4. Tallinn Technical University (TTU).
5 The observation deck. View on Mustamäe, sea and Old Town (7 km).
6. Ski Bridge in honor of the 50th anniversary of the TTU.
7. Monument to Nicholas von Glenn.
8. Nõmme Market.
9. Bus Stop buses 23 and 36 at the arrival from Tallinn.
10. Hiiu bus stop both directions and restaurants.
11. Hiiu Railway Platform both directions.
12. Baptist Parish.
13. Nõmme house of culture. Cafe.
14. Nõmme Mall, in the basement of a beer garden.
15. Sculpture "Nõmme mother." Grill restaurant, opposite the fire station.
16. Railway Station Nõmme, Nõmme Museum, a monument to "The 7th verst."
17. Bus Stop "Nõmme" routes 23 and 36 directions to Tallinn.
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Memorial Stone "7th verst"

Nõmme museum. Nõmme Railway station

Lutheran church Rahu

Baptist Parish at the intersection of Pärnu and Puuvilja road

Sculpture «Mother Nõmme »

Fire station

Cultural center of Nõmme. Cafe
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Beer’s restaurant entrance

Ski bridge. Nõmme market (on the left)

Fountain on the Nõmme market

Family folklore group on the Nõmme market

Ski Bridge

View on Mustamäe from the observation deck
The observation deck is located in 40 meters to the north-west of the western end of the ski bridge,
on the slope of the hill. District Mustamäe and the sea are perfectly visible from the bridge. Because
the Old Town seven miles from the observation desk, you should stock up on at least with 8X
binoculars.

The forest area is 191 hectares, the average age of a tree is about 98 years. The area planted wit
following tree species: pine 110.5 ha (66.3%), spruce 28.2 hectares (16.9%), birch 12.9 ha (7.8%),
black alder 9.9 hectares (5 9%), lime 2.5 hectares (1.5%), gray alder (0.6%), aspen 1.0 ha (0.6%).

Castle and Glen Park
The register of cultural monuments inscribed six objects in Nõmme related to Nicholas von Glen:
Glen Castle, originally Hoenhaupt built in 1886, restored in 1965-1977 on the initiative of TTU
Academic Male Choir.
Tyahetorn Observatory Tower (1910).
Palm House (1900-1910).
Currently, Palm House and the Glen Castle (Mustamäe tee, 48) belong to the Tallinn University of
Technology.

Kalevipoeg
Sculpture "The Crocodile" (1908).
The remaining pieces of the sculpture "Kalevipoeg" (1908).
A copy of the sculpture "Kalevipoeg" (M.Karmin, 1990).

Tower –observatorium Tahetorni

23

Nõmme Sport Center

Swimingpool

FC Nõmme Kalju
Nõmme has its own football club JK Nõmme Kalju founded in 1923. Kalju Sports Society appeared
a year earlier.

The club was restored in 1997, the team was recruited from students of schools and youth football
was rapidly progressing. There were strong local players and the legionnaires (some were from
Brazil). In 2010 the club appeared on the 4th place of the Estonian football championship, and in
2011 already on the second.

Tallinn University of Technology (TUT)
Tallinn Technical University was founded in 1918 as a private institution, the next year became the
Tallinn College. In 1920 it was nationalized. In 1936 it received the status of the university, then it
became known as Tallinn Technical Institute, since 1938 its name is: Tallinn Technical University.
In 1941 and 1944-1989 school years it was called the Tallinn Polytechnic Institute. Tallinn
Technical University name was restored in 1989.

Alley

Main entrance to TUT. Sculpture „Julius-the eternal student“

Tehnopol

